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Introductory   Remarks 


Of  all  the  books  written  and  published  on  South 
America  and  its  various  Republics  there  is  not,  apparently, 
one  dealing  with  the  subject  in  its  bibliographical  sense, 
and  as  a  list  of  works  (a  kind  of  literary  stock  taking 
so  to  speak )  must  be  of  some  service  in  showing  us 
where  we  are,  I' have  tried  to  do  the  best  I  can  with 
the  subject  and  hope  the  result  will  prove  useful  enough 
to  find  a  place   on  Anglo   South  American  bookhselves. 

I  have  divided  my  subject  into  two  parts— the  first 
contains  an  alphabeticalh'  arranged  list  of  authors  with 
onU'  such  works  as  they  have  written  on  South  America 
included  beneath  their  names;  the  second  and  more  im- 
portant part  contains  a  list  of  all  these  works  re-arranged 
and  classified  under  their  various  subject  headings  so  far 
as  my  information  on  their  contents  is  correct.  They  are 
also  classified  according  to  their  dates  of  publication  so 
that  the  order  in  which  books  have  followed  one  another 
in  their  various  sections  may  be  easily  noted.  This  second 
part  inckides  every  book  or  magazine  article  in  English 
upon  auA'  subject  dealing  with  South  America  which  has 
come  within  niA-  view,  and  includes  many  items  which  for 
want  of  further  information  cannot  appear  in  the  first 
part.  This  work  is  the  result  of  manj^  searchings  into  all 
sorts  of  odd  places  and  much  labour  in  arranging  and 
re-arranging  the  titles  under  their  most  suitable  subject 
headings,  it  was  first  compiled  for  the  purpose  of  gaining 
some  idea  of  the  written  available  knowledge  dealing  with 
Argentina  but  the  necessity  for  taking  a  broader  view  of 
my  subject  was  soon  discovered  and  I  had  to  extend  the 
originally  intended  Bibliography  of  Argentina  to  the  more 
comprehensive  title  of  South  .\merica,  justifying  the  change 
by  including  an  additional  collection  of  titles  of  works 
on  the  other  Republics   of  this   Continent. 

A  study  of  this  classification  will  disclose  to  the  in- 
terested reader  many  and  various  topics  worthy  of  some 
discussion  and  research,  but  time  and  expense  preclude  for 
the  present  any  amplifications  on  m^^  part,  I  can  onh' 
dwell  for  a  moment  on  the  most  conspicuous  feature  which 
this  classification  has  so  far  developed.  Under  * 'Tours  and 
Travels"  the  reader  will  notice  a  long  and  steadily  regular 
trend  of  authors  one  after  another  through  Buenos  Aires 
in  the  direction  of  Patagonia,  and  in  the  supplementary  list 
of  books  on  the  other  RepubHcs  the  list  of  authors  fol- 
lowing each  other  along  the    Amazon    in  the    direction   of 
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Peru  lias  created  a  heading  to  itself.  The  "History-"  section 
has  the  highest  claim  to  another  route  —  from  Peru  to  the 
River  Plate,  but  in  "Tours  and  Travels"  there  are  only 
three  or  four  works  showing  by  a  definite  title  that  they 
deal  with  this  route,  although  the  general  works  on  South 
America  in  the  two  sections  just  mentioned  must  have  a 
good  deal  to  say  on  this  ancient  and  historic  highway. 
Noticing  these  three  routes  creates  a  suggestion  of  linking 
them  into  one  long  thoroughfare  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Amazon  in  the  north  through  the  heart  of  South  America 
down  to  Punta  Arenas  in  the  south  (a  glorioush^  expen- 
sive adventure  for  tourist  agents  to  submit  to  their  mil- 
lionaire clients).  This  suggestion  again  raises  many  ideas 
and  queries  which  I  cannot  follow  up  now,  I  merely  give 
it  as  an  illustration  to  show  what  this  classification  dis- 
closes and  will  leave  to  the  reader  who  has  specialised  in 
any  subject  to  discover  other  suggestions  in  the  classifi- 
cation for  himself. 

In  the  following  pages  there  must  be  some  errors,  con- 
tinual revision  has  eliminated  many  but  the  variet\'  of 
sources  from  which  this  work  has  been  compiled  makes  it 
difficult  to  guarantee  perfection,  and  even  now  before  this 
work  can  reach  mA'  earliest  reader  much  new  information 
has  been  added  to  the  collection  of  notes  from  wich  the 
following  pages  have  been  compiled.  In  conclusion  I  must 
say  that  whilst  in  the  nature  of  things  this  work  cannot 
be  complete,  I  may  claim  that  it  is  fairly  representative 
still  I  shall  be  always  grateful  to  any  reader  in  possession 
of  some  useful  information  and  who  will  be  kind  enough 
to  supply  me  with  corrections  or  additions  which  ma3^ 
help  towards  perfection,  and  in  this  connection  I  must 
here  express  my  thanks  to  Mr.  A.  Stuart  Pennington,  not 
only  for  preserving,  but  for  lending  me  a  carefully  treasured 
copy  of  the  catalogue  of  the  British  Argentine  Exhibition 
which  was  held  in  Buenos  Aires  in  1905,  and  also  for  a 
copy  of  his  pamphlet  on  "British  Science  in  Argentina",, 
both  these  works  contain  much  useful  information  which 
enabled  me  to  correct  errors  and  add  further  details  to 
this  work. 

T.  P.  O'Hallorax. 

Buenos  Aires  1912. 
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